
  

 
 

Spring is Here!  

  

Even with a slight chill in the air, we are excited to see our friends 
and neighbors outside again.  We are hopeful that we can officially 
trade in our snow boots and mittens for gardening gloves and spring 
bulbs!  
  
Our newsletter is packed with good news about our recent 
Contractor of the Year Award (CotY), The World's Biggest House 
Party event for Habitat for Humanity, and some great ideas for 
improving the exterior of your home.  We are also very excited to 
introduce two (and 1/2) new members to the MainStreet Team.  
  
As always, we appreciate your business and welcome the 
opportunity to help you and your friends create a beautiful and 
functional home, right where you live.  
   
Christine and Steven Ramaekers 
248-644-6330  
  
P.S. Thank you to all who contributed to our Toys for Tots 
Holiday Drive!  We collected over 50 toys and are looking forward to 
doing a collection again next year! 
  

  
 

 MainStreet Design Build wins Contractor 
of the Year Award 

   
 

The National Association of 
the Remodeling Industry 
(NARI) has named 
MainStreet Design Build 
Regional Contractor of the 
Year (CotY) in the category 
of Residential Exterior Under 
$100,000. 
  

This project also included a 
complete kitchen remodel 
and reconfiguration of the 
second floor to create a master closet. The highest level of 
craftsmanship was used to re-work the copper shingled roof and 
hand-glazed true masonry stucco exterior. The blue stone patio 
included a built-in custom fire pit surrounded by a stone wall with a 
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Is Your Home Ready 
for Spring?  

Get  The Little or Not so Little 
Things Done with our 
Handyman Division     

  

  

  

  

   

  

Download Your Free Home Maintenance 
Check List! 

 

We've Gone Social!   

  

We welcome you to connect 
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2" thick flamed blue stone coping. The result is stunning in both the 
interior and exterior spaces.   
  
To be considered for a CotY Award, a company must be a NARI 
member in good standing. NARI members represent an elite group 
from the approximately 800,000 companies and individuals in the 
U.S. identifying themselves as remodelers.  
  
MainStreet Design Build was also a 2006 CotY winner and a 2005 
recipient of Remodeling Magazine's Big50 award.  
  

Visit our gallery to see more photos of this award-winning project! 
 

 Tickets Available Now for  
The World's Biggest House Party 

April 16th at 6:00 PM 
  

You are cordially invited to a musical and 
culinary extravaganza with all proceeds 
benefiting Habitat for Humanity of South 
Oakland County!  
  
Habitat holds a special place in our 
hearts and each year we give our time and 
resources to this wonderful organization.  
This year, we have decided to host an 

event that will provide a wonderful experience for our clients and 
friends, as well as raise money and awareness for Habitat. 
  
Enjoy a delicious array of appetizers & drinks spread throughout 
beautiful full-scale kitchen settings, while listening to a musical 
arrangement by Pianist and Singer, Joe Armijo. 
 
From there, you will enter the Culinary Training Auditorium featuring 
a large live kitchen and stadium seating. Sit back, relax and watch a 
professional cooking demonstration and enjoy a wonderful tasting 
from Chef John Miller. 
 
The World's Biggest House Party 
Hosted by Steve and Christine Ramaekers 
April 16, 2010 6:00 PM 
Trevarrow Showroom 
1295 Opdyke Road 
Auburn Hills, MI  48326 
  
$59 per person, $99 per couple 
  
Call MainStreet Design Build today at 248-644-6330 to make your 
reservation as seating is limited. 
  
We look forward to sharing a wonderful evening with you at this 
worthwhile benefit! 
 
 
 

 

Improve Your Curb  Appeal with  

with us on the following sites 

  

Click Below to Link with Steve 
Ramaekers 

 

  

Join The MainStreet Design Build 
Fan Page 

 
  

  
  
  

  

   
Click Below to Link 

with Christine Ramaekers 
   

  
  

 

  

Save and Share your favorite 
MainStreet Design Build 

Projects   

  

  

  

Visit any project in our website 
galleries and you'll see we've added a 

Bookmark and Share functionality.  This 
allows you to easily email or share our 

photos with friends, families and 
colleagues.  
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An Exterior Makeover  
   

Changing the look of your 
home's exterior can be one 
of the most dramatic and 
enjoyable things you can 
do to improve to your 
home.  Take a look at the 
two homes we are 
highlighting today.  The 
first is a Grosse Pointe 
Farms home that had seen 
better days on the outside. 
After having us complete 

several renovations on the inside (basement remodel, addition of a 
pottery room) the homeowners felt the outside of their home lacked 
curb appeal.  We added this stunning front porch, new windows, 
copper gutters and a stone exterior.  The homeowners are thrilled 
with their front facelift and the home is now a neighborhood gem! 
  

Compare the before picture below to the final beauty of 
above ...WOW what a difference! 
  

  

  
Isn't this exterior living 
space stunning? Do you 
recognize our next before 
shot below?  Believe it or 
not, this is our 2010 
Contractor of the Year 
award winning exterior 
make-over!  The 
homeowners of this 
Quarton Lake beauty 
wanted a special place for 
relaxing and entertaining.  

We added a beautiful natural stone patio, stone walls and fire 
pit. This family is sure to enjoy the summer months for years to 
come! 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Before the home lacked a sizeable exterior entertainment area. 
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Exterior Facelift ideas for Your Home   

¶ New windows  

¶ New entryways  

¶ Porches and porticos  

¶ Siding and roofing  

¶ Front doors and exterior doors  

¶ Gutters and downspouts  

¶ New stairs and steps  

¶ Moldings and accent trim  

¶ Fences and arbors 

¶ Garage remodels  

¶ Patios and decks  

¶ Light fixtures and outdoor lighting  

¶ New hardware and accents  

¶ Walkways  

  

There are many ways to add curb appeal or upgrade your outdoor 
living space.  We welcome the opportunity to talk about how we can 
add those beautiful touches to the front or back of your home.   

 

Introducing Brian Schulz, AIA   
Director of Architecture 

  
Brian Schulz, AIA, has been in the residential 
architecture industry for over 20 years.  His 
award winning designs have been featured in 
Veranda, Style, Hour and Detroit Home. 
Traditional, contemporary and anything in 
between, Brian enjoys working with clients to 
design places and spaces that reflect their own 
sense of personal style.  Not one to chase a 
trend, Brian's work tends to have a timeless, 
optimistic quality about it.  He finds both the 
blank canvas of new construction and discovering the hidden 
opportunities when remodeling an existing space to be equally 
rewarding and embraces the different challenges each project type 
presents.  
  
"I consider the long list of delighted clients occupying homes I 
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helped personalize to be my proudest professional achievement.  
My goal is that by providing an exceptional client experience along 
with design and construction excellence, MainStreet Design Build 
will be the residential specialist of choice in Southeastern Michigan," 
says Brian.  
  
Brian considers his two children to be his greatest designs and 
cherishes family time and activities.  He is also involved in a variety 
of community events in Sylvan Lake, and in his free-time Brian 
enjoys golfing, skiing and playing hockey. 

 

Introducing Andy Ludwig  
  Designer and Assistant Production Manager  

  
Andy Ludwig joined the MainStreet team as an 
associate in our design department; however, 
due to his extensive background in construction 
he has expanded into the production 
department as well.  He is busy estimating 
costs, scheduling your project and managing 
our Co-Construct service which provides an on-
line experience for selections, scheduling, and 
communications. Prior to joining MainStreet 
Design Build, Andy worked exclusively with 

another design build firm for 13 years managing a variety of 
disciplines.  "When I joined MainStreet Design Build I was 
impressed with how organized and detailed the team was," says 
Andy.  "Everyone knows what they are supposed to be doing and 
clear procedures are in place for each project," he adds. 
  
Andy attended Lawrence Technological University School of 
Architecture.  He enjoys extracurricular sports like softball, bowling 
and coaching little league baseball.  He enjoys traveling with his wife 
and son.  Andy spent 5 years of his childhood in Germany and 
would love to return for a visit with his family someday! 

 

And Introducing Jack Everett Cesal 
  

Melissa Cesal, our Designer, and her husband John welcomed their 
second son, Jack Everett, on January 20, 2010.  Jack weighed in at 
exactly 9 lbs and was 21 inches long.   
  
As you can see, Big Brother Liam is enjoying his new sibling.  
Congratulations to the Cesal Family!   

  

  
 



 
See Us in The Birmingham Eagle!    

  
We're sharing the MainStreet Design Build name in our community.  
Keep an eye out for more news on our commitment to quality and 

craftsmanship in your neighborhood!   
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